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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


3 Commercial Credits 


NOVEMBER IS SWEEPS TIME 


And time to convert your neighbor to B5 


ebruary, May and November are sweeps months, the 
pe when television networks battle it out for suprema- 
cy. Competition is just as stiff in the syndication market- 
place as it is with the major networks. 

Unlike major network series syndicated series do 
not belong to any one station. BABY- 
LON 5 may appear on the FOX net- 
work in one part of the country and 
on a local nonaffiliated station in 
another part of the country. 

There is a possibility that when 

the new Star Trek: Voyager 

series appears in your televi- . =: j 
sion schedule next year it 

might be competing with Star 

Trek: Deep Space Nine on a differ- 
ent station. lt gets vicious! The fact 
that BABYLON 5 is a syndicated television series makes it 
hard to get a firm spot in the market. 

The shape of syndicated television is going through major 
changes as existing and new networks battle it out, acquir- 
ing new stations voraciously. Most stations that run syndi- 
cated series only have three hours of primetime slots avail- 
able per night. The only way for them to make room for a 
new show is for them to bump an old one - if a show isn't 
bringing in stellar ratings then there is no hesitation in drop- 


ping its contract at the end of the season. 
According to J. Michael Straczynski the contract for 
BABYLON 5 and most stations expires at the end of the 
à year. The decision to pick-up or drop 
the show will be made based on the 
November sweeps. BABYLON 5 has 
done well this year - coming in 
around at a 5.3 rating, which puts it 
at about number 17 in the ratings 
` overall, and number 4 in dramatic 


series. But stations would like the 
series to bring in a rating 
between 6.0 and 7.0 rating 
which would put it at number 10 
we in the overall rankings and number 
"8 in the dramatic series category. 

The chance that BABYLON 5 gets crowded out of the 
syndication marketplace is very real, some B5’ers are cur- 
rently experiencing this already. If Warner Bros does suc- 
ceed in buying a network, there might be a chance that 
BABYLON 5 would have a permanent home. In the mean- 
time the future of the series is in our hands. Help spread 
the word about what a great series BABYLON 5 is — turn- 
on friends, write to executives at your local television sta- 
tions, and try to convince a Nielsen participant to give 
BABYLON 5 a try. * 


THE NON-MERCHANDISING OF BABYLON 5 


he availability of BABYLON 5 products has been virtu- 

ally nonexistent, most likely because J. Michael 
Straczynski views merchandising as an afterthought to 
the creative process. The main reason that he resigned 
from working on Captain Power is because he felt that 
too much importance was being given to the merchan- 
dise aspect of the series. Straczynski feels that the prod- 
uct should be a spin-off from the show, and not some- 
thing that dictates which new character appears on the 
next episode because he is being marketed as an action 
figure. 

If you look carefully you might notice the slow trickle of 
products that are becoming available. Besides the 
planned comic book series and trading card set, two 
BABYLON 5 novels are in the works. The first novel 


titled “Voices,” by John Vornbolt, is to be published late 
this year. A second novel, by Lois Tilton, should be avail- 
able by spring. Four licensed BABYLON 5 t-shirts are 
available, as well as a cap emblazoned with the B5 logo. 
A BABYLON 5 CD-ROM will be available early next year. 
Conventions are a good marketplace for production stills 
of your favorite character, embroidered Earth Alliance 
patches, and various shirts. If you're lucky you might be 
able to get your hands on a pretty decent looking Psi 
Corps lapel pin. 

Straczynski insists on being a part of the creative 
process to assure that the product is of quality and is 
representative of the show. With a little patience that 
trickle will increase — and the wait for BABYLON 5 related 
merchandise will seem worth it! x 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series, Babylon 5. 
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EARTH UPDATE 


SCAVENGER 
TRANSACTIONS 
WARNING 


A: increased number of “scav- 
engers” (businesses that profit 
from recycling debris after catastro- 
phes) have been reported to be enter- 
ing the radioactive zone of San Diego. 

A warning has been issued to all 
businesses that may have dealings with 
scavenging companies to check all pur- 
chases for contamination before a 
credit transaction is made. 

Last year a study prepared by The 
Earthforce Nuclear Regulatory Office 
declared the area, which was the site 
of the American States first act of 
nuclear terrorism over 100 years ago, 
as uninhabitable for at least the next 
300 years. * 


DATA REFERENCES 


Following are recently published 
BABYLON 5 related articles: 
Medicine Man (Richard Biggs and 
Johnny Sekka articles), Jean Airey, 
Starlog Platinum, Vol. 4, 1994, 
page 58. 

Once A Commander (Michael O'Hare 
article), Joe Nazzaro and Sheelagh J. 
Wells, Starlog, No. 208, November 
1994, page 46. 


Alphatoons 


ef Mss... pay ho 
attention to 

the man inside 
“the robe... 855" 


Kosh’s identity is exposed. 


BABYLON 5 SIGHTINGS 


ichael O'Hare stopped in to 

watch BABYLON 5 with his 
friends and fans at Science Fiction, 
Mysteries & More! in Manhattan. 
O'Hare, who is a regular at the 
store, also made an appearance at 
the Big E Convention in Norfolk, 
VA, October 28-30. On November 
12 he is scheduled to appear at 
the Science Fiction Association of 
Bergan County's monthly meeting 
(for more information contact 
Philip De Parto, 201/933-2724). 

J. Michael Straczynski and 
Claudia Christian both made appear- 
ances at the Stellar Occasion in Dallas, 
Texas, October 22-23. 

Mira Furlan is scheduled to appear 
Friday and Saturday at Creation’s 
N.Y.C. Thanksgiving Convention. The 
event, scheduled for November 25-27, 
will also include appearances by BABY- 
LON 5 writers David Gerrold and Peter 
David. Other major stars that are 
scheduled include Avery Brooks, 
Nichelle Nichols, Max Grodenchik and 
Terry Ferrell (for more information con- 
tact Creation Entertainment at 
818/409-0960). 

Creation is indirectly responsible for 
the birth of The Centaurian Sentinel. 
Last February | had attended one of 
their Star Trek extravaganzas. When 
the audience was asked if they would 
like to hear updates on BABYLON 5 the 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Send letters supporting Michael 
O'Hare’s future involvement with BABY- 
LON 5 to Dick Robertson, c/o Warner 
Bros Domestic Television, 4000 
Warner Boulevard, Burbank, CA 
91522. Keep your correspondence 
short and polite, and do not write 
BABYLON 5 on the envelope. 


Dare 


Era 


Michael O'Hare stopped by to watch 
BABYLON 5 and autograph photos at 
Science Fiction, Mysteries & More! 


(hey . . . what’s that Zima bottle doing in 
the picture?). 


audience responded with a round of 
booing. At that moment | became a 
BABYLON 5 fanatic and wanted to lend 
my support in promoting the series. 
Things have changed since then, 3 out 
of 5 Star Trek fans asked prefer BABY- 
LON 5 to Deep Space Nine. 

Peter David will also be a guest at 
Science Fiction, Mysteries & More!’s 
“The Ultimate Spiderman Party” (for 
more information contact Alan 
Zimmerman, 212/385-8798). 

Bruce Boxleitner was spotted mak- 
ing television appearances, plugging 
BABYLON 5, on Good Day, L.A. and 
Mike and Maty. x 


The following address may be used 
to send fan mail or photograph/auto- 
graph requests to: (Actor), c/o 
Babylon 5, Warner Bros Television, 
4000 Warner Boulevard, Burbank, CA 
91522. If you are sending an item to 
be autographed do not forget to 
enclose an SASE for its return. There 
is no guarantee that you will get a 
response — so good luck! 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series BABYLON 5, anda 
forum for all beings who appreciate Science Fiction. ©November 1994 by Michael Zmuda. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited. BABYLON 5 is ® and © Warner Bros PTEN 
and Babylonian Productions. For newsletter information or for submissions contact: The Centaurian Sentinel, c/o 
Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579-3040; m.zmuda.genie.geis.com; 914/526-3834. Please 
include a return envelope with postage if you would like your material returned. “My shoes are too tight!” x 2nd 


PERSONNEL FILE 


ALLIANCE MEMBERS ONLY! 


BABYLON 5 


FOR AUTHORIZED EARTH 


Narn Ambassador G’Kar 


Profile: The Narn ambassador on Babylon 5 is G'Kar. 
G'Kar is a Third Circle Narn who has had gills implanted 
into his neck so that he may breath in different atmospher- 
ic conditions without the use of a breathers. He is married 
to a female war hero who comes from a family of distin- 
guished Narn veterans. 

Ambassador G’Kar’s real motive is to use Babylon 5 to 
Narn advantage. His main objective is to interfere with the 
peace process and to keep all sides at each others throats 
so that they're occupied while the Narns grow and expand 
their power unnoticed. 

For two centuries the Narns were an oppressed and 
enslaved race, but now they are increasing their power. 
They achieved independence through a strong sense of 
pride and military attitude. They illegally obtained the latest 
weapon technology and quickly grew to become a. menac- 
ing and quite deadly force. 

One of the Narns major rivals are the Centaurians, who 
caused a 100 year reign of terror on them. The 
Centaurians to this day still are in possession of Narn terri- 
tories, such as Rages 3. The Narns supported the Earth 
Alliance in the war with the Minbari. 


Credentials: Andreas Katsulas plays the part of the Narn 
ambassador. His film credits include Sunset, Someone to 
Watch Over Me, Communion, Next of Kin, and an appear- 
ance in The Fugitive as the One-Armed-Man. 

His television roles have included parts on Alien Nation, 
The Equalizer, Max Headroom, The Human Factor, and 
Star Trek - The Next Generation as the Romulan comman- 
der Tomolak. 


Chief of Security Michael Garibaldi 


Profile: Michael Alfredo Garibaldi is the 37 year old 
security chief on Babylon 5. He had been personally 
selected to work on the station by Commander Jeffrey 
Sinclair, an idea that did not go over too well with the 
Earth Alliance decision makers. Sinclair has had previous 
experience working with Garibaldi and found that he was 
someone who was insistent on getting all the facts and 
completing an investigation. 

Garibaldi has had a troubled past which eventually 
lead him to alcoholism. For years he was bounced from 
job to job - usually because he would not back down 
from taking a stand about what he felt was just. He has 
been outspoken about orders that he felt were shady, 
and has been framed in revenge for going against the 
grain. 

Now..on the wagon Garibaldi is in a position that has 
him constantly questioning his judgement, but for once 
his career is finally looking up. His humor serves as a 
panacea for his stressful position and as a tension-break- 
er for the rest of the crew on Babylon 5. 


Credentials: Actor Jerry Doyle, who in his previous life 
was a Wall Street broker, plays the part of Michael 
Garibaldi. 

He has appeared in films such as Kidnapped and 
Being In Time. 

His stage credits include Death Knocks, A Thousand 
Clowns, The Country Girl, and Rock-A-Bye Hamlet. 

Jerry's television appearances have included roles on 
Moonlighting, Bold and the Beautiful, Reasonable 
Doubts, and Homefront. 


yey 


ax 


The War Prayer 


f£-P"he War Prayer” is an episode that deals with the 

pro-Earth terrorist group the Homeguard. Shaal 
Mayan, a famous Minbari poet who is making an appear- 
ance on Babylon 5, is attacked, stabbed, and branded on 
her head with the Homeguard symbol. This is the sixth 
attack on prominent aliens on the station by pro-Earth 
groups. Other bases have also been experiencing the 
same sort of problem. 

A shuttle arrives at Babylon 5 bringing Malcom Biggs 
on board. Malcom turns out to be Lt. Commander Susan 
lvanova’s ex-lover from eight years ago. 

Also boarding are two young Centaurians, Aria 
Tensus and Kiron Maray, who are caught with stolen 
credit chips. They are put in Londo Mollari’s custody. Aria 
and Kiron turn out to have prearranged marriages waiting 
for them on Centauri. . . to different partners. They are 
in love with each other and want to go against the thou- 
sand year old Centauri tradition. 

Meanwhile a worker named Roberts is arrested in 
connection with the Homeguard activities. He admits that 
he hates aliens, but is innocent to the attacks. Blood that 
was found on his knife turns out to be his own -— he is 
released because of insufficient evidence. 

Aria and Kiran are attacked by men in black outfits 
who seem to pop out of the scenery — blacklight camou- 
flage developed by the Earthforce is being used. They 
shock Aria and put Kiran into a coma. A demonstration 
against humans follows, lead by G'Kar. Roberts, in retalia- 
tion by aliens, is beaten as he walks down a hallway. 

Mayan tries to convince Londo that all beings have 
the capacity to love and that he should set rules aside 
and approve of the marriage. 

lvanova, who was having dinner with Biggs, is called 
to the command and control station. Biggs is spotted on 
camera talking to Roberts who is in a medlab bed. He 
tells him that he can be used in a productive way to help 
the Homeguard. Ivanova tells Sinclair that she wants to 
be the one to arrest Biggs. Sinclair meets with Biggs and 
tries to convince him that he is against alien influences. 
Malcom explains about the Earth movement to put Earth 


BABYLON 5 EPISODES 


first. Deceptively Sinclair tells the Alien Alliance that the 
investigation is over. 

Kiron comes out of the coma. Londo decides the 
young lovers should be able to make there own decisions. 
He sets up a foster family for them so that they can study 
Centauri culture, hoping that when they reach adulthood 
they would be responsible enough to choose their own 
mate. 

Security channels are jammed and a major assassina- 
tion is planned to include G'Kar, Mollari, Delenn and Kosh. 
Malcom asks Sinclair for assistance. Sinclair agrees and 
is told to kill an alien to prove his allegiance. Security 
enters just in time. lvanova puts her gun to Biggs’ head. 

Malcom Biggs is played by Tristan Rogers, Shaal 
Mayan by Nancy Lee Grahn, Kiron Maray by Rodney 
Eastman, Aria Tensus by Danica McKellar, and Roberts by 
Michael Paul Chan. Written by D.C. Fontana. 


Born to the Purple 


J Re to the Purple” is an 

episode that deals with 
a serious Centaurian situa- 
tion, and at the same time 
presents a romantic role 
for Ambassador Londo 
Mollari. 

Londo is seduced by 
a beautiful Centauri 
slave named Adira 
Tyree. Adira has 
been planted by the 
Narns to steal from 
Londo incriminating 
information that could 
destroy his career as an 
ambassador. If the 
“Purple Files” were to fall 
into the wrong hands it would also have disastrous reper- 
cussions for the Centauri. 

The plot is discovered and the important files are kept 
secret. The contents of the Purple Files are never 
revealed, possibly leaving it as a mystery to be dealt with 
again in a future episode. 

The part of Adira Tyree is played by Fabiana Udenio. 
G'Kar’s assistant Ko’Dath is played by Mary Woronov. This 
episode also stars Clive Revill and is written by Larry 
DiTillio. 


Fabiana Udenio as the 
seductive Adira Tyree. 


Believers 


he episode “Believers” starts off with a story about a 

family on Babylon 5 whose son has a respiratory infec- 
tion and is in need of medical attention. Dr. Stephen 
Franklin explains to the parents, Tharg and Mola, that 
their son Shon needs to have a minor operation on his 
external breathing sack. Unfortunately the parents believe 
that servants of god must not be punctured, this includes 
their son! 

The secondary story involves the Starliner Asimov 
which is stuck in raider territory with a fire in its command 
and control station. 

Babylon 5 arranges 
an escort for ~ 
it; lead ‘by “Lt. J 
Commander 
Susan Ivanova. 

Meanwhile 
Franklin and Dr. 
Maya Hernandez 
discuss alternative 
treatment for the 
child since the parents 
can not be persuaded to 
reconsider surgery. 


Shon and his gloppit bent BABYLON 
The treatment does 5’s “no children or cute robots” rule. 


not work and the par- 

ents feel that their son is dying due to Franklin's ineptness. 
Hernandez is insistent that they perform surgery on him. 
Franklin discusses with Sinclair the possibility of suspend- 
ing parental guidance to perform the surgery. Since the 
parents do not have an ambassador on Babylon 5 they 
make the rounds asking each ambassador if they would 
sponsor them - none of them want to get involved with 
their problem. 

Ivanova travels through the jumpgate to the Asimov's 
last known coordinates. As the disabled ship is 
approached she spots a raider vessel. 

Sinclair contacts Earth Central, hoping to get an order 
from them on how to proceed with the surgery dilemma — 
they leave the decision in his hands. He visits the child who 
tells him that he does not want to loose his spirit because 
of the operation, he is “Born of the Egg.” Sinclair refuses 
to sign an order for surgery since he believes that life 
goes on beyond death through spirituality. Franklin and 
Hernandez go against Sinclair’s orders and prepare for 
surgery. 

The raider ship's communications system is blocked- 
out, leading Ivanova to believe that it may be warning other 
ships. She pursuits and destroys the ship, but it is too late 

. . other raider ships appear. Ivanova is able to fight them 
off and return safely to Babylon 5 with the Asimov. 

Though Shon’s surgery is successful his parents reject 
him. They take their son away and kill him. After repri- 


manding Franklin, Sinclair states, “Sometimes doing the 
right thing doesn’t do anything. What makes us human is 
because we care.” Franklin replies, “What makes us 
human is that we have so many ways to hurt.” 

Mola is played by Tricia O'Neil, Tharg by Stephen Lee, 
Shon by Jonathan Charles Kaplan, and Dr. Maya 
Hernandez by Silvana Gallardo. Written by David Gerrold. 


The Parliament of Dreams 


n “The Parliament of Dreams” each alien species aboard 

Babylon 5 is encouraged to demonstrate their dominant 
religious beliefs to help advance the cause of interplane- 
tary peace and understanding. 

G'Kar is delivered a data crystal from Tu’Pari, a mes- 
senger from the Narn homeworld. The message on the 
crystal is from an old associate who is now dead, and as 
his last wish is getting his revenge on G'Kar for some past 
deal that had gone bad. The associate warns him of an 
assassin who has been hired to kill him. 

Catherine Sakai, an old love interest of Commander 
Sinclair, arrives on Babylon 5. Sakai and Sinclair were in 
the academy together and had started a relationship that 
was constantly on the rocks. She is now a surveyor who 
searches planets for profitable minerals. The reunion 
between Sakai and Sinclair starts off uncomfortably but 
eventually warms-up. 

In a conversation that Lennier has with Delenn he 
brings up the fact of her belonging to the Grey Council. 
Delenn scolds him for bringing this up and warns him 
never to mention it again in public. 

G'Kar in the meantime hires protection from N’Grath. 
G'Kar finds the bodyguard killed in his quarters and sus- 
pects his aide Na’Toth of being the assassin. Tu’Pari 
sneaks-up on G'Kar and knocks him out. G'Kar awakens to 
find that paingivers have been placed on his neck and 
wrists. As Tu’Pari is explaining to G'Kar how he was sent 
to assassinate him with the painful torture device Na’Toth 
comes to the rescue. 

They send Tu’Pari home with a sizeable deposit made 
to his personal account. The Narns who were to make 
sure that the last will was fulfilled would think that he was 
payed off by G’Kar to let him live. For double-crossing 
them his punishment probably would be death. 

As the week-long religion festival progresses Babylon 
5 is treated to Centauri bacchanalian orgies and Minbari 
meditative ceremonies. When it comes time for Sinclair 
to present the alien ambassadors with Earth's dominate 
belief system he brings out an endless line of humans, 
each a representative from a different religion. He 
explains that Earth is multi-denominational, each being 
has a freedom of their religious choice. 

This episode, written by J. Michael Straczynski, stars 
Thomas Kopache as Tu’Pari and Julia Nickon as Catherine 


‘Sakai. 
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y the time most of you 

receive this issue BABY- 
LON 5 will already be into its 
second season. | put off 
sending this issue to print 
until after the “Chrysalis” 
episode aired. The first sea- 
son finale was far from a 
“Who shot J.R.?” ending. In 
the words of Commander 
Jeffrey Sinclair, “Nothing’s 
the same anymore!” 

Since | had taped the episode | was tempted to rewind it 
and immediately view it again. Unfortunately | couldnt. . . 
the Eagles were in concert on MTV and | had to pop another 
tape in the VCR. (This past summer | had to pass-up my first 
chance to meet Michael O'Hare in person . . . | had tickets 
to see the Eagles that same night! Talk about deja vu.) | set 
the tape aside for future viewing, hoping that the next time | 
would watch it | would get more answers than questions out 
of the episode. I’m sure every viewer has their own thoughts 
about the episode . . . mine are still accumulating. | can’t 
wait for the next chapter to begin! 

From the “I should have figured” department: When | 
received the announcement for DC Comics’ new BABYLON 
5 series | thought that they might have made a mistake 
when they mentioned that Sinclair would be returning to 
Earth to meet with the “new” Earth Alliance president. In the 
last issue of The Centaurian Sentinel | wrote that he would 
be returning to meet with Luis Santiago, figuring that he was 
still “new” since he was re-elected a few months earlier. The 
“Chrysalis” episode made it clear that it wouldn't be Santiago 
who Sinclair was to meet with (oops!). 

The episode “Parliament of Dreams” won BABYLON 5 an 
Emmy Award for "Best Makeup in a Series.” 
Congratulations! 

Currently in production is the episode “Soulmates,” which 
was written by Peter David. This episode, originally titled 
“Pestilence, Famine, and Death,” involves two of Londo’s 
wives. Another episode in the works, titled “A Race Through 
Dark Places,” brings everyone's favorite Psi Cop, Bester, 
back on Babylon 5. 


NY 


You won't find packs of these trading cards sitting on your 
neighborhood candy store shelves. Below is a copy of a 


promo that Warner Bros has distributed online. This set 
contains 16 full-color “Digital Trading Cards”. 

The November issue of Computer Life contains an article 
titled “Hangouts, 99 Cool Place Online”. It lists Genie’s sci- 
ence fiction category as “Best Place to Meet a Producer 
Online” — J. Michael Straczynski that is. Entertainment 
Weekly recently also made mention of the online access that 
BABYLON 5 fans have to first hand information regarding 
the series, even before Warner Bros has a chance to send 
out press releases. Other series, such as The X-Files, will be 
following in step. * Mykl 


BABYLON 5 - The Second Season. 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE AA 
MERCHANDISE | 


Stills, Trading Cards and Videos — Send $2.00 for catalogue to The Omega 
Zone, 258 W. 15th Street, New York, NY 10011. 


Babylon 5 T-shirts- Various styles in stock. Contact Science Fiction, 
Mysteries & More!, 140 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007, 212/385-8798. 


My Slappers for Your Credits — Brown Level, ask around for Biff. 


MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
The Centaurian Sentinel 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter and fan club for people 
who appreciate J. Michael Straczynski’s television series BABYLON 5, 
and a forum for sci-fi fans. The Centaurian Sentinel is sanctioned by 
J. Michael Straczynski. 

Membership to The Centaurian Sentinel includes: 12 Monthly 
Newsletters, Membership Card illustrated with a color illustration of 
the Babylon 5 station, a FREE listings in the Exchange Section (20 
words or less). 

All members also have an opportunity to have their BABYLON 5 
related artwork and stories published in The Centaurian Sentinel (at 
discretion). 

Annual dues are $12* for U.S. and Canadian memberships, and $24 
for overseas memberships. Please make 
U.S. funds payable to Michael Zmuda. If you have any questions send 
them to The Centaurian Sentinel, c/o Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard 
Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579-3040 e m.zmuda@ GEnie.geis.com e 
914/526-3834. 


